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Legislature finishes the old
and rings in the new
The House and Senate met recently to finish
2019 legislative business – bills that were not
ready for passage or elimination at the end of
the 2019 session got worked on over the summer and fall – and just got voted to either
move forward in 2020 or die. The Senate took
half a day to finish their business while the
House took two full days to finish their business.
Here’s what legislation is moving ahead
that’s of interest to the business community:
HB 532, which requires an employer to pay
its employees earned but unused vacation or
personal time is moving forward.
HB 712, which creates a mandatory paid
family leave program, as expected, passed the
House. The bill is very similar to the bill the
governor vetoed last summer. It will be interesting to see this one’s final fate.
HB 690 eliminates the work and community
engagement requirement added to the Medicaid expansion program.
SB 159 raises the net metering from 1 MW
generators to 5 MW generators. It will be interesting to see how this bill fairs as the Republicans and governor have submitted more modest increases in net metering. This should be an
interesting debate throughout the session.
HB 731 increases the state minimum wage
gradually over time up to $15 per hour by
2025; it also increases the base wage for tipped
employees and inserts a cost-of-living adjustment.
One very good small business tax bill that is
moving forward is SB 223, which increases the
minimum gross business income required for
filing a business profits tax return from
$50,000-$75,000. Hopefully the House will continue to move this bill forward.
Much to the Government Affairs Committee’s chagrin, the bill allowing purchasing alliances by organizations like the Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce will not be moving forward. This bill just keeps being killed
year after year.

What’s ahead
There are many housing bills intended to
encourage/provide incentives for the construction of workforce housing. These include
SEE LEGISL ATURE B5
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TOP: The Legislative Office Building with a view of the New Hampshire State House; LEFT: The Senate Chamber is in the northeast
corner of the Capitol; RIGHT: The House Chamber houses the largest state legislative body in the U.S., with 400 members.

Support Chamber members

Welcome New Members!
All Out Fitness, Dancing Sky Design, Edward Jones
Investments-Corey Landry, Fairway Independent Mortgage,
Renee Duval, NMLS#97967, HHR Enterprises,
Pure Chiropractic, Rellevate Digital Banking and
Wine On Main. Learn more about these member
organizations at www.ConcordNHChamber.com.

Welcome to a partnership between the Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce and the Concord Monitor.
Published at least once per month, these pages feature exclusive news and updates from the Chamber
to the Greater Concord community. It’s also a great way for readers to connect with Chamber members
that are invested in the community and the economic health of the Capital Region.

Find the Perfect
SWEET Surprise
for your Valentine
Professional Services. Exceptional Results.

True Confections Candies & Gifts

211 Loudon Road Suite D, Concord, NH • 603-226-3536
trueconfectionsnh.com

www.tfmoran.com Bedford & Portsmouth, NH
NE-289407

Celebrating 52 Years Kelly Cleaning Service
“Your Office Cleaning Specialist”
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your environment.

*#')/$ &.+1,,(1&%%%
+7%% $5--; *9=,,9%#!9"=''
###!'''%$!"!&"(

KellyCleaningService.com
(603) 608-8128

NE-314690
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Making connections

Mark your
calendars
Monthly Forum:
Legislative Outlook
Thursday, Jan. 30 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Holiday Inn,
172 North Main St., Concord
The Chamber invites you to its annual Legislative Outlook luncheon
generously sponsored by Ledyard
National Bank.
This year’s panelists bring outstanding expertise and insights to
Chamber members and the public. As
Senior Vice President at the Business
& Industry Association, David Juvet
is keyed into business-related legislative activity, and supervises the association’s lobbying team. NH Fiscal
Policy Institute’s Phil Sletten will
share his expertise on public policy
that affects our state’s low- and moderate-income bracket.
NH Political Capital’s Dean
Spiliotes has extensively studied the
relationship between politics and
policy, and will share how the upcoming presidential primary may affect policy changes in New Hampshire. Moderator Ari Pollack, Esq., of
Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell, PC,
will facilitate this timely discussion
and invites attendees to continue the
conversation during a lively Q&A
session.
Register online at www.ConcordNHChamber.com/key-events.
Cost to attend is $25 for Greater Concord Chamber members and $35 for
non-members (includes lunch).
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ABOVE: Concord Young
Professionals Network
(CYPN) welcomed area
YPs to its complimentary
monthly networking
event on Jan. 16, hosted
by 43 Degrees North
Athletic Club and
Catering By Design.
LEFT: Small business
owner Clinton Jones of
Accomplished Auto
networks with Leslie
Fincke, a Marketing
Specialist at Concord
Food Co-op, during the
Chamber’s Jan. 14
Business After Hours
hosted by Holiday Inn.

The Census
is coming
2020 Census: More than
just a headcount
The 2020 Census is coming to your
household soon!
Did you know that it helps determine where federal funding is distributed to help build new schools,
medical facilities, infrastructure and
more?
The census guides how more than
$675 billion in federal funding is distributed to states and communities
each year. It determines how congressional seats are apportioned. It also
helps us to see how our communities
have changed over time.
Information provided is confidential and secured. Every household
will have the option of responding
online, by mail or by phone. So
please don’t throw out that census
form with your junk mail when it arrives!
And if you know someone who is
looking for temporary employment
that pays pretty well, send them to
www.2020census.gov/jobs.
Census workers can choose their
own hours and earn up to $20 per
hour. Not a bad part-time gig!

Legislature finishes the old, and rings in the new
LEGISL ATURE FROM B4
tax credits for high-density
projects, tax relief for renovating older, lower-cost homes,
creating economic development districts for workforce
housing and enabling legislation for “tiny homes.” One bill
would mandate training for
elected officials serving on
planning and zoning boards.
There are a number of tax
bills, including one that adds
the words “income tax” to the
interest and dividends tax.
There is a bill to tax electronics
and a college graduate retention bill aimed at keeping
young graduates in NH.
There are a number of labor
bills, many retreads from last

year; some examples include,
mandating payment of unused
vacation time, work scheduling mandates and a bill prohibiting employers asking job
applicants if they have a criminal record.
Water purification standards (PFOA’s) legislation has
New Hampshire among the
most stringent standards in the
country. The cost of complying
can be astronomical. Funds to
pay for compliance are intended to come from lawsuit
settlements from polluters, but
there is no guarantee when
and if those settlements will
happen, or if there will be
enough to cover costs.
Solid waste legislation will
impact municipalities and

businesses as well. Concord’s
current contract is low-cost but
that is likely to change considerably in the coming years.
Hearings will begin with a
flurry over the coming weeks.
Expect this to be a very fast
session as it is an election year.
The House and Senate hope to
be wrapped up with most of
their work by Memorial Day.

tor once or twice a month. Thanks
for reading our feature!
Incorporated in 1919, the
Greater Concord Chamber of
Commerce is one of the largest
chambers in the state with more
than 950 members. New Hampshire’s state capital chamber of
commerce develops economic opportunities, strengthens the business climate, and enhances quality of life in the Capital region. It
Future updates
is deeply invested in the local
Visit the Chamber’s website
community and dedicated to
and/or subscribe to the Chamshaping competitive economic deber ’s e-newsletter to receive
velopment strategy, advocating
timely From the Dome Legislafor policies and projects that benetive updates from our Governfit the region, and promoting
ment Affairs Committee.
Concord as a culturally vibrant
visitor destination. For more inLook for News You Want to
formation visit www.ConKnow here in The Concord MonicordNHChamber.com.

Why Choose Tufts?

As your Hometown Bank,
we are proud to be a part
of the local community.
Count on us for all of
your local banking needs.
How can we help you?

• We Save Millions Every Year on Pharmacy Spending
• A Network That Works Better for Everyone
• A Member Experience Built on Meaningful Connections

198 Loudon Road, Concord

Newport | Grantham | New London | Sunapee | Warner
800.562.3145 | sugarriverbank.com | Member FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
Like us on Facebook!

NE-280288
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A health and wellness center for adults 50+
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GoodLife Programs & Activities
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The New Way of AgingThe Time to Live is Now

Exercise
Art
Seminars & Socials
Trips

www.goodlifenh.org
(603) 228-6630
info@goodlifenh.org

NE-315016

Smokestack Center
254 N State St, Unit L
Concord, NH 03229

105 LOUDON ROAD, CONCORD, NH 03301
Partial Hospitalization Program • Intensive Outpatient Program

Adolescent and adult programs. In network
with most insurance carriers.
Residential programs available
in Cambridge, MA

NE-298774
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NE-314676

ofﬁce: 603-228-7456 • thfp.com
11 South Main Street | Concord, NH

For referrals and consultations,
call 603.715.5150 or 888.900.2332 or email
info@cedcmail.com | www.eatingdisordercenter.org

