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Partners
for a
century
Chamber and Concord have been
working together to drive growth
The Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 100th birthday on Oct. 18. This milestone is
something that all of you can take great pride in because we’ve accomplished this together – yes Concord, it takes a village and we couldn’t ask for a better team.
This community has been very supportive of the
Chamber, providing both talent and treasure to help
get things done. Hundreds of volunteers contribute
intellectual capital each year by serving on committees and task forces in support of our mission: developing economic opportunities, a strong business climate and enhanced quality of life in our region.
We partner with the city and others to accomplish
these goals. Often, that partnership takes the form of
an incubation. Intown Concord and its predecessors
were originally the retail trade board of the Chamber, which was spun off in the 1970s. Who can remember Mark Manus and the original “Old Fashioned Bargain Days,” the forerunner to Intown’s
Market Days Festival? The Capital Regional Development Council (CRDC) was incubated at the Chamber in the late 1980s and was responsible for significant development in Concord after the rail lines
closed. The Chamber also incubated Capitol Center
for the Arts in the early 1990s until that organization
became financially self-sufficient. We’re proud to
have played a critical role in securing funding for redevelopment of both Horseshoe Pond and Concord’s
award-winning Main Street. The Concord 2020 initiative that shaped much of what Concord has become in the last 15 years was also incubated at the
Chamber. Partnership and collaboration have proven
fruitful! These organizations and additions bring so
much to our community.
We’re pleased to further support these and other
organizations by preparing new and emerging leaders through the Chamber’s Leadership Greater Concord and Capital Area Student Leadership (CASL)
programs with the skills they need to fill important
roles within the community now and in the future;
whether that means serving local nonprofits, as
elected officials on the City Council or School Board,
or just being a more active and effective volunteer.
Another area we’re very proud of is the support
and growth of young professionals in the Capital re-
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The Capital Region Visitor Center and Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce office is located in the SMILE
Building at 49 South Main Street in downtown Concord.
promoting Concord’s cultural assets through events
like Capital Arts Fest (now organized by the League
of NH Craftsmen), as well as the popular VisitConcord-NH.com website and social media pages. Concord’s emergence as N.H.’s cultural center is largely
through the hard work of this dedicated group of
Chamber volunteers and their vision.
Looking ahead to future impact opportunities,
there are some interesting possibilities and challenges. One is the redesign of Interstate 93 going
through Bow and Concord. As I have said in prior
articles, this project has the potential to be at least as
transformative as the redevelopment of downtown
Concord. In partnership with the City, N.H. Department of Transportation and our legislative and congressional delegation, we will seek to leverage this
project to not only improve safety and transportation
flow, but to improve Concord’s image from the highgion. Concord Young Professionals Network
way, increase access to the Merrimack River from
(CYPN), a professional and personal development
downtown and facilitate the redevelopment of iminitiative of the Chamber, is arguably the most robust
portant gateways to the city.
YPN in New Hampshire. With more than 1,000 acAnother opportunity we will explore this coming
tive participants, CYPN hosts monthly networking
year is the potential for creating a convention and
and professional development programs, provides
visitors bureau within the Chamber. This initiative
volunteer opportunities and board internships with
would attract visitors and meeting business to the
nonprofits, and serves as a voice and sounding board
community. Concord is an ideal location for small to
for young professionals who are doing great things
medium business and association meetings, as well
in the Capital region. More on this next month!
as a hub for visitors that are seeking a comprehenOver its long history, the Chamber’s work to prosive New Hampshire visitor experience. We have a
mote the region as a visitor destination captured
unique and special product to sell – a state capital
tourism dollars for area lodging, restaurants, retail
surrounded by mountains, lakes and beaches all less
and entertainment establishments. The Chamber’s
than an hour away, that’s centrally located and the
Creative Concord committee has expanded upon this
state’s top cultural destination with lots to do – there
even further adding year-round public art featuring
professional sculptors in the downtown area and
SEE CENTURY B5

Support Chamber
member organizations

Welcome to a partnership between the Greater Concord Chamber of
Commerce and the Concord Monitor. Published at least once
per month, these pages feature exclusive news and updates from the
Chamber to the Greater Concord community. It’s also a great way
for readers to connect with Chamber members that are invested in the
community and economic health of the Capital Region.
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and other pains?
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75 Fort Eddy Rd In the Panera Bread Plaza next to Sport Clips Concord NH
NHCBDRelief.com
Find us on FB “CBD American Shaman : Concord NH”
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The Chamber will celebrate its Centennial Anniversary at the 100th Annual Meeting and Citizen of the Year Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 6
at the Grappone Conference Center in Concord. Members of the community are welcome to attend. Learn more about the event, and the
Chamber ’s Citizen of the Year Award at www.ConcordNHChamber.com. Citizen of the Year nominations close on Friday, Sept. 27 at 5 p.m.

The Chamber
welcomed new
member
Northwoods
Brewing
Company at
September
Business After
Hours. Head
Brewer Cathi
Frakes and her
dog Bo stopped
by after her shift
to greet fellow
members.

New Hampshire
newcomer
Matthew Vyvial
spotted Rick
Kelly’s Concord
Barber Shop shirt
while networking
at September
Business After
Hours and quickly
got his card for a
haircut, later
commenting on
Facebook that the
haircut was great.
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The Chamber’s incoming Leadership Greater Concord class prepared for the 10-month program with an overnight retreat at The Mountain Club on Loon, where they bonded as a group
through a series of workshops and activities facilitated by the Committee Chair and a professional trainer.

CENTURY FROM B4
is a great deal of potential
to increase visitor spending
here and tourism is New
Hampshire’s second largest
economic driver.
The Chamber is ready to
lead the way on these initiatives and continue to have a
positive impact on the
Northeast’s highest-ranked
New England capital for
the next century. And we
know we can count on you
to support our efforts.
Thank you, Concord!
Look for News You Want to
Know here in The Concord
Monitor once or twice a
month. Thanks for reading our
feature!

Incorporated in 1919, the
Greater Concord Chamber of
Commerce is 100 years old on
October 18 and one of the
largest chambers in the state
with more than 900 members.
New Hampshire's state capital
chamber of commerce develops
economic opportunities,
strengthens the business climate, and enhances quality of
life in the Capital region. It is
deeply invested in the local
community and dedicated to
shaping competitive economic
development strategy, advocating for policies and projects
that benefit the region, and
promoting Concord as a culturally vibrant visitor destination. For more information
visit www.ConcordNHChamber.com.

Saying Goodbye
Thank you, Valerie!

Valerie and Gene Blake
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Skin issues won’t wait six months.
Neither should you.
105 LOUDON ROAD, CONCORD, NH 03301
Partial Hospitalization Program • Intensive Outpatient Program

Now accepting new patients,
with little-to-no wait time.

Adolescent and adult programs. In network
with most insurance carriers.

Call today to schedule your visit:

(978) 579-3188
Dr. Peter
Sands

NE-298651

Dr. Christopher
Adams

Residential programs available
in Cambridge, MA

2 Pillsbury Street, Suite 501 Concord, NH 03301

For referrals and consultations,
call 603.715.5150 or 888.900.2332 or email
info@cedcmail.com | www.eatingdisordercenter.org

After more than 28 years of outstanding service to
the Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce, Valerie
Blake will move on from her position as Vice President at the end of this year. During her tenure, Valerie helped create and execute many successful programs and events, including Business Showcase, Pinnacle Awards, Tri-City Expo, Leadership Greater
Concord and numerous forums and educational programs. In addition, Valerie has been responsible for
most of the day-to-day administrative responsibilities
of the organization. She intends to become involved
in her newly adopted community of Franklin, NH,
where she resides with her husband Gene Blake.
Thank you for everything, Valerie!

As your Hometown Bank,
we are proud to be a part
of the local community.
Count on us for all of
your local banking needs.
How can we help you?
Newport | Concord | Grantham | New London | Sunapee | Warner
800.562.3145 | sugarriverbank.com | Member FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
Like us on Facebook!

Celebrating 52 Years
2019
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Palm & Tarot
Card Readings

156 Loudon Rd, Concord

www.tfmoran.com Bedford & Portsmouth, NH
NE-298552

What does your future hold this Halloween?

