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Chamber will honor members, leaders
16th Annual Pinnacle Award ceremony on June 16 includes outdoor luncheon

The Greater Concord Chamber
of Commerce’s Pinnacle Awards
Ceremony returns as an in-person, seated luncheon event this
year with an update – it will be
held outdoors at Beaver Meadow
Golf Course in Concord on June
16. Sponsored by Eversource Energy Services, Sanel NAPA and
Business NH Magazine, the event
will recognize the Chamber’s
2021 Small Business of the Year,
Business of the Year, Nonprofit of
the Year and Business Leader of
the Year who have all served our
community in outstanding ways,
along with a standout young professional and dedicated volunteer.
The Small Business of the Year
Pinnacle Award recipient is Constantly Pizza, located in downtown Concord and Penacook Village. Established in 1990, Constantly Pizza is a thriving business, and community staple. John
and Dave Constant know almost
everyone in town and the brothers are constantly giving back to
the community by sponsoring local teams, employing local teens
and helping schools with
fundraisers.
At Constantly, the dough is
made from scratch every day, the
sauce is homemade, and the veggies, meats, and cheeses are sliced
on site. The menu is filled to the
brim with a variety of thoughtful
pizza and sub combinations, as
well as the classics. The Concord
location even features homemade
cannolis, tiramisu, lobster tails,
whoopie pies, and other bakery
goods.
“Constantly Pizza also goes
above and beyond to support
community life in the Capital Region,” wrote nominee Nicki
Clarke, executive director of
Capitol Center for the Arts and
Bank of New Hampshire Stage.
“Each year, Dave and John Constant also say yes to a significant
number of nonprofits across the
Capital Region who call to ask for
food donations for their fundraising events. I have been in the
store to observe this firsthand and
have eaten Constantly Pizza’s
food at numerous fundraising
and community events that I have
attended over the last 14 years.
When you visit their restaurant,
you can also see their good work
through the large displays of
thank you notes from school
groups and athletic teams. It is
clear the Constant brothers know
how to make an impact. Most re-

16th Annual Pinnacle Awards Ceremony
June 16, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at Beaver Meadow Golf Course, Concord.
All are invited to celebrate the Chamber’s 16th Annual Pinnacle Award
recipients for demonstrated professional excellence and commitment to the
Chamber and the community, during an outdoor luncheon event generously
sponsored by Eversource Energy Services, Sanel NAPA and Business
NH Magazine. The 2021 W. Grant McIntosh Volunteer of the Year Award
recipient and Concord Young Professional of the Year will also receive recognition at the event.
Tickets are $45 and include a seated luncheon.
Learn more about the event, planned safety guidelines and register to attend
at ConcordNHChamber.com/Key-Events.
cently, they stepped up to assist
fund raising efforts when a neighboring Main Street establishment,
Bread & Chocolate experienced
an unexpected business interruption by selling gift certificates at
the restaurant.”
Clark continued, “CCA asked
Dave and John if they would be
interested in purchasing CDFA
tax credits to help in the fundraising efforts (for Bank of NH Stage).
They had never done anything
like that before but checked in
with their accountant and agreed
to move ahead with the purchase.
We were thrilled to have their
support.”
The Business of the Year Pinnacle Award recipient is Associated
Grocers of New England, located
in Pembroke. Associated Grocers
contributes to the Greater Concord area in ways that are similar
to other large employers, such as
providing job opportunities and a
sense of stability; but there are
also unique ways it gives back –
Associated Grocers is a cooperative business model that supports
and brings independent retailers
across New England together,
giving each the chance to be competitive within the industry.
When the grocery industry experienced nationwide shortages
at the onset of the pandemic, Associated Grocers kept pushing
through and forward, allowing
clients like Sully’s (Allenstown),
Colonial Village (Contoocook),
Henniker ’s New Harvester Market and All in One Market, Heritage Corner Market (Northwood), Pittsfield’s Danis Supermarkets and Bell Bros., Crossroads Country Store (Salisbury),
McLaughlin’s Country Market
(Concord) and 7-Eleven (Penacook) to keep their doors open
when so many others could not.
Associated Grocers is prominently involved in the community
in many ways. It regularly participates in annual events such as the
Special Olympics of New Hampshire Penguin Plunge or the Real

Men Wear Pink Campaign with
the American Cancer Association,
and has a strong relationship with
the American Red Cross – in addition to hosting several onsite
blood drives, Associated Grocers
pledged to match up to $10,000 in
fundraising efforts for a New
Hampshire Bloodmobile. Associated Grocers also supports Allenstown’s Old Home Day, through
donated fireworks and by providing a tractor trailer for the base of
a parade float. A monthly staple
at The Friendly Kitchen, Associated Grocers is also a strong supporter of the NH Food Bank. AG
donated 250 Gingerbread House
Kits to Make-A-Wish this winter
and partnered with Recycled Percussion’s Chaos & Kindness Campaign to build 500 Thanksgiving
dinners for families in need.
By offering a Community Connection program for associates to
make donations directly from
their paychecks to local organizations within the area, Associated
Grocers’ donations have surpassed $1.2 million since the program’s inception in 2004, benefiting groups such as Girls Inc.,
Families in Transition and the
Concord Coalition to End Homelessness.
The Nonprofit Business of the
Year Pinnacle Award recipient is
Best Buddies of New Hampshire, located in Manchester. Best
Buddies International is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment,
leadership development and inclusive living for individuals with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Best Buddies is the
world’s largest organization dedicated to ending the social, physical and economic isolation of the
200 million people with IDD.
At the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, Best Buddies NH had
to create new ways of connecting
participants through friendship

and leadership. At a time when
people, particularly individuals
with IDD, have been isolated and
disconnected, Best Buddies has
created new ways to connect participants and bring them hope
and joy. With inclusion in mind,
Best Buddies reached more people with intellectual and developmental disabilities than ever before by holding over 100 virtual
events over the course of the pandemic so that all participants
could stay active and involved in
a time that was harder than ever
before.
Best Buddies NH also stepped
up to adjust its annual friendship
walk fundraiser. In June of 2020,
the organization held its first ever
virtual friendship walk and surpassed its fundraising goal of
$83,000. Following that success,
the nonprofit hosted its first virtual Champion of the Year event
on November 21, 2020 and raised
over $100,000, surpassing its goal
by $45,000.
“I’ve been a board member of
Best Buddies for over two years
and what Sarra and the rest of the
Best Buddies team have been able
to do is nothing short of amazing,” said nominee Chris
Duhaime of Pivot Creative. “I’ve
been fortunate enough to participate in many of these events and
in many cases the results were
even better than before.”
The Chamber’s Business
Leader of the Year Pinnacle
Award recipient is Nicolette
Clarke of Capitol Center for the
Arts and Bank of New Hampshire
Stage.
Nicki came to Concord in 2008
to serve as the Executive Director
of the Capitol Center for the Arts.
“Working alongside her to manage the daily operations while a
capital campaign was underway, I
was able to observe her leadership style, always looking for
ideas from staff and stakeholders,
Nicki’s approach is open, honest,
and accepting of others with the
mindset that leadership and ideas
could come ‘from any seat,’
shared Joe Gleason, Assistant Ex-

ecutive Director of Capitol Center
for the Arts and Bank of NH
Stage in nominating his colleague. “Nicki makes sure other
voices are heard and valued. She
is an exemplary leader, shepherding the CCA through the recession of 2008 and successfully navigating our recent capital campaign that resulted in the Bank of
NH Stage, a long-hoped for second venue to bring in up and
coming artists to a smaller space
and nurture regional talent.”
“In addition to Nicki’s tenure
and responsibilities at the CCA,
she found the time to become part
of the community in Concord, as
a member of the Rotary Club,
serving on several committees
over the years, President of the
Arts4NH organization, and her
recently completed term as Chair
of the Greater Concord Chamber
of Commerce,” Gleason continued. “Bringing people together
through shared experiences in the
performing arts, or for street festivals like the Capital Arts Fest,
Nicki’s time in Concord has been
given selflessly in service to the
organization she works for to
make the arts available to all.”
“This past year, performing
arts venues have struggled and
many hard decisions were made
to ensure the survival of the CCA.
A true leader must weigh the options, with imperfect data at
times, and foresee the future.
Nicki has done that and, as a result, we are all looking forward to
many more seasons with live
shows returning to the CCA this
Fall. Nicki recently announced
her retirement, effect in July, from
the Capitol Center for the Arts. It
is a bittersweet moment in time.”
Look for News You Want to Know
here in The Concord Monitor once a
month.
Incorporated in 1919, New
Hampshire’s state capital chamber of
commerce – the Greater Concord
Chamber of Commerce – develops
economic opportunities, strengthens
the business climate and enhances
quality of life in the Capital region.

Welcome New Members!
Concord Police Patrolman's Association, Madear's
Southern Eatery & Bakery and Nutrition Works NH
LLC! Learn more about these member organizations
on the Chamber’s online Membership Directory at
ConcordNHChamber.com.

True Confections
Candies & Gifts

Trustworthy residential & commercial moving services
across New England, NY, NJ & PA

Over 10,000# of candy, fresh fudge, gourmet
chocolates & truffles, NH made ice cream, maple
products, coffee, soy candles, puzzles, & gifts!

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1987

211 Loudon Rd ~ Concord, NH

www.starvingartistsmovers.com
603.228.5665 or 800.698.4468

trueconfectionsnh

FASTER TO ANY SIZE DISASTER

603-226-3536

Where Every Day is Sweet!

DREAM CATCHER WORKS, LLC

SERVPRO OF CONCORD 603-225-2825
NE-360806

Like it never even happened.®

PARTNERING WITH
CONCORD’S FUTURE.

A Productivity, Organization and Design Company
Cashlyn Powers

ONE BUSINESS AT A TIME.

Change Agent,
Coach &
Professional
Organizer

603.832.3414 | 603.832.3013
WWW.DREAMCATCHERWORKS.COM
DREAMCATCHERWORKS@AOL.COM

NE-351481

NE-360820

Secure warehouse storage in Concord, NH.

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration

www.nbtbank.com/concord
NE-356300

Member FDIC

